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BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  1950 


Your  Worship  the  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  your  Borough  for  the  year  1950. 

As  you  are  aware,  I have  been  Acting  Medical  Officer  for  the 
Borough  since' your  previous  Medical  Officer  left  on  September  30th, 
1950  to  'cake  an  appointment  elsewhere.  Thanks  to  the  great  help 
I have  received  from  Mr.  Cranmer,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  I have 
been. able  to  discharge  this  duty  with  pleasure  but  the  calls  on 
my  time  in  other  directions  have  made  it  necessary  for  me  to 
confine  my  attention  to  emergencies.  The  progressive  work  which 
a wnole  time  medical  officer  would  wish  to  initiate  has  had  to 
be  left  until  such  time  as  a permanent  medical  officer  is 
appointed. 

The  routine  statistical  work  has  been  carried  out  by  my 
staff  at  the  Lowestoft  Area  Health  Department  and  I would  like 
to  thank  them,  for  their  co-operation  and  willingness  in  taking 
on  this  additional  work.  The  major  proportion  of  this  has:.' fall  on 
on  my  Cmei  Clerk,  Mrs.  H.  James,  to  whom  I wish  to  record  my 
particular  thanks. 

Little  comment  is  necessary  on  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the 
Borough  for.,  the  year  under  review,  except  to  draw  attention  to 
the  lower  birth  rate.  This  slight  drop  is  characteristic  of  the 
National  trend  at  tie  present  time  and  was  expected  after  the 
hign  birth  rates  of  the  years  immediately  following  the  cessation 
of  hostilities. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  shows  a drop  this  year  and  now 
compares  favourably  with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 

One  must  be  careful  in  interpreting  the  "Rates  per  1,000"  in 
those  instances  where  very  few  numbers  are  involved,  as  an  increase 
or  decrease  of  two  or  three  in  a total  of  say,  five  or  six  may  show 
what  appears  to  be  an  alarming  increase  in  incidence.  The  higher 
figure  of  50. 6 over  last  year* s figure  of  19,8  given  for  the 
stillbirth  rate  per. 1,000  live  births  is  due  to  this  cause,  the 
actual  number  of  stillbirths  having,  in  fact,  increased  from  two 
to  four  only. 

The  Borough  remained  free  from  any  serious  outbreaks  of 
infectious  fever  or  food  poisoning,  though  there  was  a high 
incidence  of  measles.  Only  two  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  were 
recorded  during  the  year. 

In  regard  to  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough,  I would  draw 
your  attention  to  that  section  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector* s Report 
dealing  with  this  matter.  From  this  it  will  be  appreciated  that 
a very  considerable  improvement  in  the  water  supply  has  already 
taken  place. 


May  I commend  to  your  attention  also  the  Sanitary  Inspector* s 
observations  regarding  meat  inspection.  The  present  position  is 
extremely  unsatisfactory  and  puts  a far  greater  burden  on  your 
Inspector  than  he  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  carry. 

In  conclusion  may  I congratulate  your  Sanitary  Inspector 
on  his  excellent  report  representing  a year  of  further  progress 
towards  improving  the  sanitary  state  of  the  Borough. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area. 

2017  acres 

Registrar  General’s  estimate.. 

of  population  (mid-1950) 

6862 

No.  of  inhabited  houses 

2362 

Rateable  Value 

£39,322. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Mai  e s 

Females 

To  tal  s 

Live  Births 

4,6 

33n 

79n 

(Illegitimate  Births) 

(1) 

(1) 

(2) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  = 

11.6 

Stillbirths  (Legitimate) 

2 

' 2 

4 

( Illegitimate) 

— 

— 

— 

Rate  per  1,000  live'  births  . 

- 50.6 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

- 0.58 

(England  and  1/Yales) 

- 0.37 

Maternal  Mortality  - Nil 

Infantile  Mortality 

Males 

Females 

To  tal  s 

(Deaths  of  infants  under 

one  year  old) 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Illegitimate 

: — 

•— 

This  gives  an  Infantile.  Mortality  rate  of  25*  3 Per  1>000 
live  births.  (England  and  Wales  - 29*8) 


Causes  of  infant  Deaths 


Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Broncho-pneumonia. 

Deaths  Males  Females  Total 


49  39  88 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  - 12.9 
(England  and  Wales  - 11.6) 
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Causes  of  Death 


Mai  e s 


Feraal  es 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  Sy 

Syphilis 

Influenza 

Cancer 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis 

Congenital  Malformations  and 
Birth  Injuries 
Violent  Causes 
All  other  causes 


tern  2 1 

1 

1 

6 4 

5 ' 7 

21  17 

2 1 

2 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 

2 2 

6 2 


49  39 


Comparative  Table  for  the  Past’  Five  Years 


England 

Lon- 

Beccl es 

& Wales 

don 

1950 

1950 

m. 0 

1946 

1947 

1948 

im 

Population 

6862 

6019 

6158 

6752 

6791 

Births 

72 

124 

138 

108 

101 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

15o8 

17.8 

11 06 

20.6 

22.4 

15.9 

14.8 

Deaths 

88 

100 

109 

90 

104 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

11.6 

11.8 

12o9 

16.6 

3.7-7 

3-3-3 

3.5.3 

Infant  Deaths 

a 

„ 7 

8 

. 4 

6 

Infantile  Mortality  ! 

Rate  29.8 

26.3 

25,3 

56.5 

57.9. 

37.0 

59*4 

CHILD  WELFARE  CLINIC 

The  Child  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  take  place _from. 

2#30  p.m.  to  4„  0 p.m.  every  Tuesday  afternoon  in  the  dlyburga,te 
Hall  under  the  auspices  of  the  East  Suffolk  County  Council* 

The'  County  Medical  Officer  has  kind  ly  supplied  the  following 
details;- 


Number  of  children  attending  during  the  year 
Number  who  first  attended  during  the  year 

(a)  who  were  under  one  year 

(b)  who  were  from  1-5  years 
Total  attendances  (a)  under  one  year 

(b)  from  1-5  years 


223 

87 

24 

991 

587 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
County  Medical  Offieer:- 


Pre-school  population  ( 0-4)  639 
School  population  (5  - 14)  918 
No.  of  pre-school  children  immunised  334 
Total  number  of  children  immunised  1214 
$ 0 pre-school  children  immunised  52.6 
% all  children  immunised  77*8 
"Booster"  treatment  1950*  75 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified 
during  the  year:- 


Measles  53 
Pneumonia  1 
Infantile  Paralysis  2 
Scarlet  Fever  2 


The  arrangements  for  isolation  accommodation  are  the 
responsibility  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


FOOD  POISONING 


No  causes  were  notified  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  following  cases  were  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Register:- 


Mal  e s F emal  e s To  t al 


Pulmonary 
N 0 n-Pul mo  na ry 


13  5 18 

5 7 12 


During  the  year  the  following  cases 

were  either 

added 

removed  from  the  Register:- 

Males 

Femal es 

Total 

No.  of  nev;  notifications:- 

Pulmonary 

1 

— 

1 

No n-Pul mo nary  ' 

.1 

1 

2 

No.  of  cases  added  otherwise:- 

Pul  mo  nary 

1 

2 

3 

No n-Pul mo nary 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  cases  died:- 

Pulmonary 

2 

1 

3 

Non- Pulmonary 

— 

— 

— 

No.  of  causes  removed  from  area: 
Pulmonary 

— 

1 

1 

Non-Pul mo nary 

— 

— 

— 

This  leaves  the 

following  cases  on 

the  register 

at  the  end 

of  the  year:- 

Males 

Femal es 

Total 

Pul mo nary 

U 

5 

18 

No  n-Pul mo  nary 

6 

8 

14 

The  responsibility  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


national  assistance  act,  1948 


In  one  case,  action  for  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  was  taken. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 


ARTHUR  C.  GEE. 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


July,  1951 


BOROUGH  OF  BECCLES 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1950 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

Your  Worship,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  pleasure  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  since 
my  appointment  in  May  1949  as  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936,.  AND  REGULATIONS 
AND  BYS'-LAWS  IL.DE  THEREUfTPER  ' 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 

There  is  little  to  report  in  connection  with  the  sewerage  of 
the  Borough,  wilch  has  remained  under  the  control  of  the  Borough 
Surveyor, 

The  sewage  disposal  works  of  the  Borough  were  the  pu  eject  of 
a Ministry  of  Health  Enquiry  on  15th  August,  1950»  T^e  Council 
have  subsequently  learned  that  their  application  to  purchase 
land  outside  the  Borough  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a new 
Sewage  Disposal  Works,  was  successful,  and  another^  step  towards  chc 
abolition  of  tire  present  inadequate,  obsolete  and  badly  sited  works, 
and  their  substitution  with  a modern  plant  his  oeen  taken.  Meanwhile 
it  is  fortunate  that  tie  present  works,  are  sited  on.  the  Marsh  Estate 
of  the  Council  well  removed  from  dwellings,  otherwise  well  justified 
complaints  of  nuisance  would  assuredly  be  frequently  received. 

As  a result  of  the  same  Enquiry,  the  Council  received  permission 
to  proceed  with  the  provision  of  sewers  in  Darby  Road  and  Pudding 
Moor.  These  two  areas  between  them  contain  the  great  majority  of 
pail  closets  in  the  Borough  (some  77 ) > the  remainder  with  one 
exception  which  is  at  present  the  subject  of  negotiation,  are 
situated  in  outlying  districts  where  connection  to  the  sewer 
is  not  o„t  present  practicable. 

The  principal  works  carried  out  by  owners  i’n  connection  with 
drains  and  water  closets  during  the  year  were  as  follows:- 


Repair  of  defective  drains 


19 


Clearance  of  choked  drains 


17 


Provision  of  means  of  access 
to  drainage  system 

Provision  of  intercepting  traps 


4 

3 


1 


Sinks  and  drainage  installed 

Insanitary  water  closets  abolished 
and  new  ones  provided 

Water  closets  repaired 

Storage,  Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse 


- ..  Th®  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  under  the  direction 
*5?  Bgr2uSh  Surjeyor,  disposal  being  by  controlled  ti oping  on 
report a d^  Council.  No  nuisance  therefrom  has  been 

Informal  notices  requiring  the  provision  of  new  dustbins  were 
served  m 105  cases.  In  12  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
statutory  notices  and  in  one  case  a dustbin  was  supplied  in 
default  ox  the  owner. 

to  Y.oT^?v.5°llcy  °f  F1?  Council  has  been  , in  normal  circumstances, 
00  require  owners  of  houses  to  provide  dustbins.  In  view  of  the 
somewhat  indecisive  wording  of  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1936,  and  the  conflicting  results  of  appeals  against  notices 
served  under  that  Section,  it  is  perhaps  as  well  that  the  Council 
diffi  ultt0  Se°Ure  coraPllance  with  its  requests  without  undue 


ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES  (PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936,  SECTION  92.  ETC.) 
Smoke  Abatement 


won  The  ^t*ation  °f  the  ^mosphere  by  smoke,  fumes  etc.  has  not 
been  a serious  problem  during  the  year  under  review.  On  a few 
occasions,  an  unusual,  although  not  statutorily  inadmis sabl e, 

fnnn^n  £f  fm°k2  been  noted'  and  on  investigation  it  has  been 
found  to  be  due  to  the  use  of  unsuitable  fuel,  as  undesirable  to 
he  proprietors  of  factories  from  the  point  of  view  of  efficiency 

throi]P'hnnt°tfe  f’0?8'1  Aut^ority.  If  the  difficult  coal  situation 
th.oughout  the  whole  country  is  borne  in  mind,  it  can  be  said  that 

Beccles  is • 1 ortunat e that  this  nuisance  has  not  been  more  pronounced, 


The  Keeping  of  Animals 

riehtl’v  Ji nation-wide  meat  shortage,  and  the  encouragement 
ghtly  given  by  the  Government  to  small  pig  keepers,  it  is  oerhaDs 

thrift °nfhat’  %B°TOUgh  SUOh  ns  Becoles'  situated  as  it  is  in 
c midst  of  a part  of  the  country  largely  devoted  to  farming,  the 

deman  e of  the  economic  situation  and  the  public  teal  th  should 
occasionally  conflict. 

The  co-operation  of  pig-keepers  in  the  Borough  in  avoiding 
nuisance  nas  been  sought,  not  without  success.  Suggestions  for 
improvements  have  been  for  the  most  part  willingly  accepted,  but 
it  nas  not  always  been  possible  to  reconcile  the  differing  points 
01  view  01  che  pig-keeper  and  the  householder  living  in  the  vicinity. 
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It  is  inevitable  that  complaints  will  be  received  in  the 
future,  particularly  during  warm  weather,  and  whilst  the  meat 
shortage  remains  as  acute  as  at  present,  one  can  only  sugges  e 
fostering  of  a spirit  of  compromise,  except  in  blatant  cases,  when 
the  Council  might  have  to  resort  to  the  exercise  of  the  power 
vested  in  it  in  the  Public  Health  Act. 


Mosquitoes 


Mosquitoes  have  been  a Public  Health  problem  during  1950* 
Although  not  under  normal  circumstances  responsible  for  the  sp>.ea 
of  any  specific  disease  in  this  country,  they  are  a source  of 
doncern  due  to  the  indirect  effect  on  health  which  loss  of  sleep 
due  to  their  presence  might  occasion,  and  the  possibility  01  the 
infection  of  their  bites. 


It  is  perhaps  surprising  that  complaints  of  mosquitoes  are 
not  more  frequently  received.  The  Borough  is  surrounded  by  marshy 
land  and  is  roughly  bisected  by  oh  open  surface  water  dyke  wnich 
in  drier  weather,  frequently  contains  pools  of  shaded  stagnant 
water,  an  ideal  breeding  ground  for  these  pests. 

The  situation  is  closely  watched,  and  full  use  is  made  of  the 
very  efficient  larvicides  and  insecticides  which  science  has 
provided,  but  it  would  be  untrue  to  claim  that  it  is  possible  . 
completely  to  eliminate  tnis  nuisance. 


Filthy  and  Verminous  Persons  and  Premises 

Three  premises  found  to  be  flea  infested  were  treated  during 
the  year. 


It  is  pi casing  to  report  that  in  the  experience  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  there  are  few  filthy  or  verminous  premises  in 
the  Borough.  Not  one  case  of  bug  infestation  has  been  reported 
or  found  during  the  whole  of  his  work  in  Beccles,  a marked 
contrast  to  the  experience  of  many  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


WATER  SUPPLY 


It  will  be  recalled  that  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough, 
formerly  under  the  control  of  a private  company,  was  taken  over 
by  “he  Council  in  October  1949-  Since  that  time  almost 
works  of  repair  and  renewal  have  been  carried  out  by^the  A--ce  work 
Committee  through  the  Water  Engineer.  It  is  a pleasing  Hu  y 
to  report  that  the  effect  of  these  works  has  been  reflected  m 
samples  of .water  submitted  for  examination  which  have  shown  a 
vast  improvement  on  the  previous  year. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Bledical  Officer  of  Health  for  one 
year  1949  contained  the  following  details  of  bacteriological 
results,  covering  the  period  1st  October  to  J>lst  December. 
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Pj  co 


No.  of  samples  submitted 
Satisfactory 
Moderately  Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 


40 

17 

15 


Comparable  figures  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1950  are:- 


No.  of  samples  submitted 
Satisfactory 
Moderately  Satisfactory 
Unsatisfactory 


140 

105 

15 

20 


(T^e  terms  "moderately  satisfactory"  and  "unsatisf  actn-rv" 
“d  rihC?t  be  a5’llfled-  They  indicate  that  by  very 
h t r-.olatory  standards  the  waters  were  not  up  to  standard 
but  this  an  no  way  implies  that  they  were  dangerous,  or  that 

hovUd?°nSUUptl°n  ,entalled  any  fish  to  health.  On  no  occasion 
have  disease  carrying  organisms  been  isolated  from  the  water 

'satisfac^ory^f  ? that  stantord'  a11  *»<»  samples  were 

even^sf^ 

aameS°U'’  ‘"aS  t°ual,<3.s  the  end  of  the  year  this  was  being  achieved 
Some  study  of  the  results  which  failed  to  do  so  is  therefore  clllod 

During  the  year,  the  medium  in  the  filters  at  the  Waterworks 

WtpJfT^  a?d  thls  inevitably  led  to  a temporary  worsening  of 
bacteriological  results  and  accounted  for  five  of  the  non- 

sa^  s;facJ?ry  results.  These  samples  were  all  taken  before 
chlorination,  and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  water 
would  have  b-en  rendered  satisfactory  before  reaching  the 
consumer.  e 

South  Road  reservoirs  and  Water  Tower  accounted  for  a further 
19  non-satisfactory  samples.  This  also  is  perhaps  misleading 'for 
the  majority  of  these  were  taken  while  each  of  the  reservoirs  in 
turn  was  out  of  commission  during  the  process  of  cleaning  and 
sterilising  and  while  the  water  was  not  part  of  the  Public  supply. 

1 fa  lsTaccory  result  was  obtained  from  each  reservoir  before^ the 
water  was  released  into  the  public  supply.  Conditions  at  South 
Road  were  unsatisfactory  at  the  beginning  of  the  year:  the  reser- 

voirs ana  water  tower  hod  not  been  cleaned  out  for  a considerable 
time,  ana  uhe  covers  were  not  dust  and  dirt  proof.  Furthermore, 
tne  only  way  of  taking  samples  was  by  removing  the  covers 
(disturbing  dirt  in  the  process)  and  Immersing  the  sampling 
bottle  on  a piece  of  string,  a crude  and  unsatisfactory 
procedure  which  no  doubt  accounted  for  many  unsatisfactory 
results* 


.The  reservoirs  have  been  cleaned  out  and  sterilised,  and 
provided  with  cast  iron  dust  proof  covers,  and  sampling  taps  have 
been  provided.  J-hls  has  achieved  the  desired  result. 

The  remaining  " non-satisfactory"  samples  were  probably  due 
to  one  or  otner  of  the  causes  outlined  above.  In  almost  all  cases 
tney  were  taken  during  the  earlier  port  of  the  year,  and  in  every 
case,  a satisfactory  report  has  subsequently  been  received. 
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Samples  were  also  submitted  regularly  for  Chemical  Analysis* 

A typical  report  received  from  the  Public  Analysts  (Messrs.  Lincolne 
Sutton  and  Wood,  Clarence  House,  6,  Clarence  Hoad,  Norwich),  is 
appended  overleaf. 

The  high  iron  .content  was  the  subject  of  comment  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1949*  The 
renewal  of  the  filtering  medium  at  the  Waterworks  has  virtually 
stopped  the  introduction  of  rust  into  the  public  supply.  The  rust 
present  in  the  mains  has  been  greatly  lessened  by  repeated  mains 
flushing,  and  altho'ujgh  rust  iri  domestic  supply  systems  causes 
occasional  complaint[s  during  Exceptional  circumstances,  this 
inconvenience  has  been  virtually  eliminated. 

The  improvement  in  the  Water  supply,  judged  as  a Public 
Health  measure  alone,  has  confirmed  the  wisdom  of  the  Councils 
decision  to  accept  responsibility  for  the  water  supply  of  the 
Borough,  for  a pure  and  wholesome  water  supply  must  surely  be  one 
of  the  foundation  stones  upon  which  all  Public  Health  work  is  built. 


OTHER  WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  erection  of  a new  housing  estate  on  Darby  Road  has 
enabled  the  Water  Engineer  to  provide,  as  a temporary  measure, 
stand  taps  which  have  made  the  occupiers  of  houses  in  the 
district  no  longer  reliant  on  well  supplies, 

A piped  supply  of  water  was  provided  to  a further  house 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year  enabling  the  well  supply  to  be 

abolished. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  without  a mains  supply 
of  water,  including  the  houses  mentioned  which  now  have  a 
temporary  stand  tap  supply  is  72.  The  majority  are  in  the 
Darby  Road  and  Pudding  Moor  areas,  where  it  is  the  Council’s 
eventual  aim  to  provide  a piped  water  supply  in  conjunction 
with  the  provision  of  sewerage  to  which  reference  ha.s  earlier 
been  made. 


BATHING  POCL 


Conditions  at  the  Bathing  Pool  have  changed  little  since 
the  last  Annual  Report  was  submitted  to  the  Council.  The  Pool 
was  opened  throughout  the  summer  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the 
water  therein  was  demonstrably  sewage  polluted,  in  view  of  the 
added  risk  of  accident  in  secluded  parts  of  the  river  if  it  were 
cbsed. 

The  only  possible  safeguard  that  could  be  applied  was  a 
regular  submission  of  specimens  from  the  Lathing  Pool  and  other 
parts  of  the  river  for  bacteriological  examination.  Seventy-nine 
such  specimens  were  submitted  and  in  no  case  were  salmonella, 
organisms  isolated.  No  cases  of  illness  dii’ectly  attributable  to 
the  Swimming  Pool  were  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
during  the  year. 

This  however,  can  give  rise  to  no  feeling  of  complacency  or 
self-congratulation.  Bathing  in  unpurified  sewage  polluted  water 
must  always  be  in  contradiction  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Public  Health,  and  no  amount  of  sam  pling  or  salmonella,  free 
results  should  be  permitted  to  obscure  that  fact. 
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CERTIFICATE  OF  ANALYSIS  OF  WATER 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 


One  full  time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council  on 
the  work  of  Rodent  Control,  a proportion  of  his  wages  and  the 
cost  of  carrying  out  the  work  being  borne  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

In  the  case  of  private  dwelling  houses,  treatment  is  free, 
but  business  premises  are  treated  at  the  expense  of  the  occupier. 
This  is  perhaps  a pity,  for  the  aim  of  the  Council  has  been  to 
encourage  people  to  report  the  presence  of  rats,  but  the  charge, 
small  though  it  is,  perhaps  tends  to  defeat  that  object.  Not° 
infrequently,  it  causes  the  occupiers  of  business  premises  to 
decline  the  services  of  the  Council's  Rodent  Operator,  and  rely  on 
their  own  efforts  which  are  of  varying  degrees  of  efficiency,  end 
which  not  infrequently  prevent  the  effective  treatment  of  a block 
of  property  as  a whole.  Whilst  it  may  be  true  that  in  larger 
districts,  the  revenue  drawn  from  the  treatment  of  business 
premises  is  considerable,  the  amount  in  Beccles  is  so  small  as 
not  to  justify  the  cost  of  keeping  of  records  and  other  clerical 
work,  postage^  and  other  incidental  expenses.  The  aim  of  the 
Council’s  anti— rat  work  is  to  encourage  townspeople  to  report 
the  presence  of  rats  to  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  for 
the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator  to  destroy  them.  The  collection 
of  such  small  sums  of  money,  with  the  attendant  office  work,  should 
not  in  my  opinion  be  allowed  to  impede  this  object. 

The  importance  of  good  drainage  and  sewerage,  matters  which 
being  hidden  from  view  do  not  always  receive  the  attention  they 
deserve,  has  been  demonstrated  on  many  occasions.  So  often, 
infestations  of  rats,  sometimes  of  long  standing,  have  been  found 
to  be  due  to  - to  quote  typical  examples  - rodding  caps  not_  filled 
to  Intercepting  traps  combined  with  defective  fresh  air  inlets; 
junctions  formed  by  breaking  a hole  into  a main  drain  and  leading 
a branch  drain  into  it;  the  failure  to  remove  the  disused  drains 
of  demolished  properties.  Every  effort  is  being  made  to  secure 
the  rectification  of  such  conditions  as  they  are  found  and  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  Byelaws  of  the  Borough  when  drains  are  repaired 
or  re-laid. 

Anti-rat  work  has  been  pursued  in  three  main  ways  during  the 

year:- 

(1)  The  treatment  of'  surface  infestations,  and  the  removal 

of  conditions  encouraging  them. 

(2)  The  treatment  of  the  Borough  sewerage  systems  at 

intervals  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(3)  The  elimination  of  defects  of  sewerage  and  drainage. 

That  these  measures  have  met  with  some  degree  of  success 
is  demonstrated  by  the  gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of 
infestations  reported  or  discovered,  and  by  the  lessening  of  the 
infestation  of  the  sewers.  The  Divisional  Officers  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  which  is  responsible  for  nation-wide 
control  of  anti-rat  work,  have  expressed  their  satisfaction  with 
the  stops  which  the  Council  are  taking  to  deal  with  this  menace 
to  the  Public  Health  and  the  food  supplies  of  the  country. 
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HOUSING-  ACT  1936 


Demolition  of  Unfit  Houses 

at  the  end  of  the  year  as  thev  h d been  demolisHed 

integrated  with  houses’ a tin  occupied^  were 

to  the  continued  housing  shorta^in  8 th?.oase*  and.  due 


Repair  of  Unfit  Houses 


the  repairPofaunfit°hnitihe  Sfctlons  of  the  Housing  Act  relating  to 
tn  un£lt;  houses  has  occasioned  no  little  difficulty 

has  to  ™ 


down  to  6p re-war  leveL^^riom^cale^forf ^hmf  been  pegge£ 

innveo°SeSlthe  °°St  °f  ha^approximately'trebledr 

any  property  owners  in  Beccles  are  not  wealthy  people  and 
in  consequence,  the  Council  often  finds  itself  faced  with  the 
unenviable  alternatives  of  turning  a blind  eye  to  defects  an? 

insanitary  conditions,  or  of  serving  statntorv  ^ 1 ts  M 
who  state  fmflnnhtoHiw  uvin°  sraruiory  notices  on  owners 

fiL!  oil  • v?ly  in  some  °ases  truthfully)  that  they  are 

Co^iT-  11nnin0apabie  0f  car^inS  out  the  requirements  o/the 
S nC1i*  Unaer  such  circumstances,  the  position  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  must  seek  to  reconcile  the  opposing  points  S view 

of  the  tenant  suffering  the  effects  of  dis?5plirf  the  laSlord 
rightly  or  wrongly  aggrieved  at  fhp  pffonf.  x ^ f . 0 i anal  or  d, 

coMltinnc  ggtievea  at  me  effects  of  post-war  economic 

conaitions,  is  not  always  a happy  one.  It  is  to  be  honed  thof 

soiution  can  be  found  to  this  problem,  for  it  is  as  important 

°p®pnS  houses  should  be  kept  in  a good  state  ofPrepair 

of  new  and  vast%fumU  p b°  ?Ullt)  °!herwlse  the  gradual  creation 
Oi  new  ana  vast  slum  areas  is  inevitable. 


Tne  following  works  were  carried  out 
request  of  uhe  Sanitary  Inspector!— 


by  owners  at  the 


Roofs  repaired 

Eavesguttering  and  rainwater  pipes 
repaired  or  renewed 
Chimney  stacks  repaired 
Defective  or  damp  brickwork  repaired 
fnrd  paving  repaired 
Water  closets  renewed 
Wall  and  ceiling  plaster  made  good 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
Doors  repaired  or  renewed 
Washing  coppers  repaired 


17 

14 

2 

12 

3 

2 

10 

12 

21 

7 

2 
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FACTOR!  FS 


The  following  is  an  extract  of  a statement  of  visits  mo.de  to 
Factories  and  notices  served,  in  the  form  required  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour  and  National  Service. 


■Nn-  nn  i Number  of 


Premises  {Register 

Insp  ections: 

Written', 
Notices  j 

Occupiers 

Prosecutions 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4* 
and  6,  are  to  be  en-  - 
forced  by  Lochl  i 
Authorities  (Factories  j 
without  Mechanical 
Power) 

1 

5 ; 

! • ( 

\ 

I 

i 

- ! 

j 

■ ! 
— — — -i 

- 

Factories  not  included  j 
above  in  which  Section  ! 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (Fac- 
tories with  Mechanical 
Power) 

46  ! 

I 

| 

15 

3 

! 

| 

. 

j ■ ■ ■■■■—  • ■ 

- - — t 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 
( excluding  out-workers 
premises) 

| 

- 

1 

1 

j 

I 

! 

J — ■ 

Total 

21 

4 

. 

- ' 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: - 


No.  of  cases  in  which 


'Found  \ Remedied 


defects  were  fcund 
Referred  ____ 


■ 

•1 

to  H. M* 

by  H.M. 

jlnspectorj 

Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

“ 1 

f 

1 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

Temperative 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of ; 

floors  i 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

! 

' ! 

• 

-j 

a)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

- 

1 

b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

1 

- 

2 

: 

c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

. 

1 

outworkers) 

1 

L_ _ — 

Total 

4 

1 

r 

— 

3 
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Sections  110  and  111 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1938 


Routine  visits  to  food  preparing  premises  were  made  during 
the  year,  and,  generally  speaking,  food  handling  in  the  Borough 
is  carried  out  satisfactorily  and  the  co-operation  of  food  traders 
has  been  excellent. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  made  bye-laws  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1936  to  secure  Sanitary  and  Cleanly 
Practices  in  connection  with  the  Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of 
Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to 
ensure  that  these  bye-laws  are  complied  with. 

The  majority  of  premises  required  to  be  registered  under 
Section  14  of  the  Act  have  been  brought  up  to  the  standard  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  be  recommended  for  registration;  in  the  case  of 
the  remainder,  the  necessary  works  are  in  progress. 

The  following  is  a record  of  the  principal  matters  dealt  with 


under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  yearj- 

Provision  of  supply  of  hot  water, 
soap  and  towels  for  toilet  purposes  5 

Cleansing  and  re-decoration  of  food 
preparing  room  7 

Provision  of  satisfactory  dustbins  9 

Abolition  of  unsatisfactory  window 
display  and  substitution  of  new  one  1 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949 


There  are  three  retailers  of  milk  in  the  Borough  who  arc  the 
direct  concern  of  the  Council. 

Two  have  been  duly  registered,  the  necessary  works  are  in 
progress  at  the  third. 

Works  required  to  be  carried  out  at  dairies  during  the  year 
were  as  follows:- 

Cease  using  unsatisfactory  dairy  premises, 
and  provide  new  premises  in  compliance  with 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

Provide  Sanitary  Accommodation,  hot  and  cold 
water  supply,  sink,  towels  and  soap,  and  use 
approved  sterilizing  agent  for  cleansing  of 
receptacles  etc. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSE 


The  Government  Slaughterhouse  in  Canton  Road  has  been  « 
cause  oi  unfavourable  comment  during  the  year. 

T^r’ffnr»ot:nf:Si-?frriapS  always  clearly  understood  that  the  legal 
p.77ors  o-  one  Council  are  limited  to  responsibility  for  the  & 

nspeccion  oi  meat  before  release  to  ensure  its  fitness  for  human 
consumption.  The  premises  being  Government  controlled,  the  Council 
h s no  legal  control  in  the  abatement  of  nuisance  therefrom. 

toe^vSV°  Say  5°I?eVer'  the  Council  have  the  power  and  the  duty 
. % ^ak®,  representations  to  the  appropriate  Government  Department 
lf  ia  ?n°- f opinion  nuisance  is  caused  to  ratepayers  of  the  Borough 
and  this  right  has  been*  exercised  with  vigour.  ^orougn, 

, ^ cannot  be  seriously  argued  that  the  present  site  of  the 

slaughterhouse  la  in  all  respects  satisfactory,  situated  as  it  is 
, a close  proximity. to  dwelling  houses,  nor  can  it  be  denied  that  the 
busings  o±  slaughtering  animals  is  anything  but  a most  offensive 
one  whicii^is  bound  to  cause  some  degree  of  nuisance  to  persons 
esiding  m the  neighbourhood.  It  is  easier  however  to  state  these 

^n?H*!nan  C0  SVS§e^  a-remedy-  The  obvious  solution  would  be  to 
provide  a new  slaughterhouse  well  removed  from  dwelling-houses,  but 

a°  p0Ubt.?hat  responsibility  for  this  would  have  to  be 
by  fche, Councll*  One  is  reluctant  to  put  forward  the  reason 
tne^  tine  is  noc  opportune"  which  has  so  often  been  used  in  the  past 
t?  obstruct  advancement,  but  the  following  are  some  of  the  factors 

which  justify  cne  use  of  this  perhaps  hackneyed  expression  in  this 
instance. 


Apart  from  the  very  considerable  expense  involved,  which  the 
Council  may  well  fasL  reluctant  to  undertake  at  the  present  tine,  it 
allj lcud b to  visualise  a site  in  the  Borough  which  would  among 
other  tnmgs  be  well  removed  from  dwellings,  near  to  communications 
ana  no o subject  to  flooding.  The  slaughterhouse  caters  for  a very 
wide  area  around  the  Borough,  and  the  Council  would  be  well  justified 
refusing. to  expend  ratepayers1  money  on  a matter  only  partly  for 
their  benefit.  The  biggest  difficulty  of  all  however  is  that  the 
present  slaughtering  arrangements  were  introduced  as  a war-time 
measure,  and  no  authoratitive  statement5 to  the  effect  that  it  is 
to  be  a permanent  organisation  has  been  made. 


In  view  of  these  and  other  considerations,  the  only  course 
open. to  the  Council  was  to  seek  the  improvement  of  the  existing 
premises,  and  by  the  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the 
owners  of  the  slaughterhouse  this  has  been  effected  during  the 
year  under  review.  Among  the  works  carried  out  are:- 

1)  The  virtual  blocking  of  the  entrances  to  the  lairage  on  the 

Queen1  s Road,  side  (the  side  nearest  to  dwelling  houses) 
and  the  provision  of  improved  and  extended  lairage  as 
far  removed  from  dwellings  as  is  practicable. 

2)  The  provision  of  a permanent  supply  of  hot  water  and 

washing  facilities. 

3)  The  provision  of  a suitable  changing  and  rest  room  for 

persons  employed  at  the  slaughterhouse. 

4)  The  provision  of  suitable  covered  accommodation  for  the 

emptying  of  paunches  etc. 

5)  The  abolition  of  the  existing  open  manure  pit,  and  the 

provision  of  a suitable  covered  pit. 
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6)  The  provision  of  an  adequate  room  for  the  storage  of 
condemned  meat. 

Whilst  slaughtering  of  animals  must  always  be  an  offensive 
business,  and  although  the  premises  remain  in  too  close  proximity  * 
to  dwelling-houses,  it  can  be  said  that  the  works  carried  out  during 
1950  have  done  much  to  lessen  nuisance  and  improve  the  conditions 
under  which  meat  is  handled  at  the  slaughterhouse* 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


Meat  Inspection  has  continued  to  be  a serious  problem  to  the 
Council  during  the  year. 

The  closing  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  194-0  and  the 
centralisation  of  slaughtering  in  the  larger  and  better  premises 
under  the  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  was  undoubtedly  a 
Public  Health  advancement  of  great  importance,  although  this 
was  co-incidental.  It  has  nevertheless  brought  in  its  train 
very  serious  difficulties  in  many  places  of  which  Beccles 
is  perhaps  typical. 

This  small  Borough  of  less  than  7,000  inhabitants  and  with 
only  one  Sanitary  Inspector  for  all  duties,  now  contains  one  of 
the  largest  and  busiest  slaughterhouses  in  East  Anglia,  catering 
not  only  for  Beccles,  but  for  a very  considerable  surrounding 
area  in  addition.  The  effect  of  this  has  been  that  the  Borough 
Council,  without  consultation  and  without  any  right  of  appeal, 
has  had  thrust  upon  it  the  legal  obligation  to  take  over  one  of 
the  more  important  duties  of  adjoining  districts,  who  were 
correspondingly  relieved  of  all  financial  and  other  responsi- 
bility for  meat  inspection,  and  of  the  inconvenience  and 
nuisance  inseparable  from  slaughtering. 

In  the  case  of  a district  with  a considerable  staff,  this 
extra  work  could  perhaps  be  absorbed  with  no  great  loss  of 
efficiency,  but  in  the  case  of  a district  with  one  Inspector, 
it  presents  a serious  problem,  both  to  the  official  and  the 
Council.  The  number  of  animals  to  be  killed,  and  the  shortage 
of  skilled  workers  result  in  work  rarely  finishing  before  between 
8 and  10  p.m.  during  periods  of  heavy  killing,  and  the  volume  of 
work  is  such  as  to  require  the  official  to  spend  at  least  half  of 
his  working  day  there,  to  the  serious  neglect  of  his  many  other 
responsibilities. 

It  would  appear  to  be  just  as  reasonable  to  require  the  rate- 
payers of  this  Borough  to  accept  responsibility  for,  for  example, 
the  street  cleaning  of  adjoining  districts  as  it  is  to  require 
them  to  continue  to  bear  virtually  the  whole  of  the  cost  of  this 
vital  public  service  of  meat  inspection. 

This  is  a state  of  affairs  which  the  Council  may  well  feel 
cannot  be  permitted  to  continue  indefinitely  without  protest. 
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details  of  animals  slaughtered,  inspected  and  condemned 
during  the  year  are  as  follows 


Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

r 

pigs  ; 

1 

Number  killed 

1356 

300 

1707 

3202  | 

. 

299 

1 

Number  inspected 

1356 

300 

. . _ J 

1707 

3202 

299 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

, 

Whole  carcase  condemned 

4 

5 

4 

19  ; 

16 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

681 

.. 

5 

l 

I85 

i 

66 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

41  >1% 

% 

. 

- - - - - - - 

6. 3# 

27.7?» 

i 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

’ 

14 

15 

1 

• 

1 

' 

- 

4 | 

1 

. . .I 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

327 

: 

— 

9 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

19* 

.7* 

; 

.05  $ 

j 

- 

l 

4«  6#  1 

■ 1 

Total  weight  of  meat  condemned  at 

Slaughterhouse  20,40  tons# 
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IMPORTED  MEAT  AND  CORNED  BEEF 


It  was  found  necessary  during  the  year  to  condemn  approximately 
6-g-  cwt.  of  imported  beef  and  38  lbs.  of  imported  mut  ton  chiefly  on 
account  of  decomposition  -or  bone  taint. 

Nine  tins  of  Corned  Beef  were  condemned  during  the  year, 
having  been  found  to  be  blown  or  punctured. 


TINNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  following  tinned  and  other  foodstuffs  were  condemned 


during 

the  year:- 

15 

lbs. 

Bacon 

— 

Bruising 

2 

lbs. 

Biscuits 

— 

Moul  d 

Tinned 

Foods 

28 

tins 

Beans 

) 

22 

tins 

Fish 

) 

Tins  blown  or  punctured 

' 40 

tins 

Fruit 

) 

and  contents  decomposing. 

53 

tins 

Meat 

) 

51 

tins 

Milk 

) 

26 

tins 

Peas 

) 

220 

tins 

3 

jars 

Horse  Radish 

) 

Cream 

) 

1 

jar 

Cal f 1 s Foot 

) 

Sour  and  decomposing. 

Jelly  ') 
4 bottles  Tomato  ) 
Ketchup  ) 


COUCLUDIOIT 


Since  the  resignation  of  Dr,  G-.  M.  Cuble  on  3^th  September 
I95O,  the  Borough  has  been  without  its  own  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  at  the  time  of  preparation  of  this  report  (July  1C;51) 
the  appoirtment  of  his  successor  has  yet  to  be  made.  The  Council 
have  been  fortunate  that,  in  the  meantime,  Dr.  A.  C.  G-ee,  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  Lowestoft  has  placed,  not  only  his  advice, 
but  the  services  of  his  staff,  unreservedly  at  their  disposal. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  therefore  at  no  time  lacked  expert 
advice  on  matters  coming  within  the  purview  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 


It  would  be  pertinent  at  this  point  also  to  place  on  record 
the  indebtedness  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Council  and  o 
his  fellow  officials  of  the  Borough.  Local  Government  cannot 
be  neatly  uacketed  into  separate  independant  departments  and  the  a. ay 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  has  the  fullest  co-operation  of  tne  lown 
Clerk,  Borough  Surveyor  and  Borough  Treasurer,  and  their  respective 
staffs,  as  well  as  the  support  and  encouragement  of  a vigorous 
Council,  as  has  the  Beccles  Inspector,  is  indeed  fortunate. 
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Will  undoubtedly  be  £he  oase^?  *?  be  felt'  and  thls 

of  labour  and  materials  for  any  but  the  °°m?;  The  shortage 

touseholdlr^bufo!  ?%[• 

beinfmaSf  1H*  ^SrluTad^nces 

of  everyday  expenses  haq  for  the  householder,  the  meeting 

s”?ses  s*is  “™F-: S.WSWSKI 

ing  a vastly  improved  environment,  both  mental  and  physicS®  S^H¥~ 

of  the  Ministry  of  Pond  ind fc^nnuai  ReP°rt*  Thanks  to  the  efforts 

nuisance  from  that  , u f owners  of  the  slaughterhouse, 
nuisance  -rom  that  source  has  been  greatly  lessened  and  tha 

improvements  over  a period  of  years  is  great. 

suffer=ei  = fthhe  S1  sadvan3a8es  from  which  the  Public  Health  Service 

„nd  dr-ins  ^wot^f”06  °t  obYious  and  sensational  results.  Sewers 

imagination  and  th»Sr  f?ts  make  no  aPPeal  to  the  public 
icgi  nation,  ana  the  Council  or  official  who  provide  a Dublin 

park  or  some  similar  improvement  are  far  more  likely  to  deceive 

a2pr°batlon  of _the  ratepayers  than  those  who  devote  years  of 
effort  to  such  mundane  matters  as  these.  Furthermore,  such 
efforts  are  unlikely  to  show  immediate  results,  for  it  may  be 
years  oefo re  improved  environment  has  any  effect,  Ind  ev^  then 
o aoUlu  is  purely  hypothetical.  Such  efforts  are  well  worth 
while  however,  for  it  is  no  accident  that  an  insufllncf  of 
interest  m Public  Health  work  in  this  country  in  the  last  100 

infectious°ailn°iaed  Wlth  vlrtual  elimination  of  some 

® ?fse“ses»  a greatly  increased  expectation  of  life 

health  “of  ?.bde  lmP™vement:s  ia  almost  every  index  by  which  the 
heal tn  01  tne  country  may  be  measured. 

in  tJ ‘'R1l;Lm20|Sl^le  i°  P°lnt  to  any  one  dramatic  Improvement 

for  a nunter^f  oeoole  ?bySSr  1?5S’  bUt  “ °an  surely  be  said  that 
i or  a number  of  people,  the  Borough  was,  to  a greater  or  lesser 

ye-TtMn  itUas  aadaeabthaef. Place  to  live  in  at  the  end  of  the 
year  tnan  it  was  at  the  beginning.  If  it  can  also  be  said  thht  hnr\ 

any  action  detailed  in  this  Report  not  been  taken,  the  effect  mav  ' 

tL7BorLSeaiqBn0wld  bfv%  been  serious  for  even  one  inhabitant  of 
of  Beetles'1  , ^ aS  far  from  a w“ted  year  in  the  long  history 


E.  H.  CRANMER, 


Sanitary  Inspector. 


JULY,  1951. 
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